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CITY OF GILROY 
 

ARTS AND CULTURE 
COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA   

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025 | 6:30 PM 

CITY CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
7351 ROSANNA STREET, GILROY, CA  95020 

Chair: Melanie Reynission Vice Chair: Ruben Dario Villa 

Commissioners: Camille McCormack, Steven Porter, Steven Taylor, & Wendy Zamora 

Staff Liaison: Bryce Atkins, Assistant to the City Administrator 
Stefan Mercer, Management Assistant 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City will make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  If you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at least 72 hours prior to 
the meeting at (408) 846-0204 or cityclerk@cityofgilroy.org to help ensure that 
reasonable arrangements can be made. 

 

 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the City of Gilroy Arts and Culture Commission 
after distribution of the agenda packet are available with the agenda packet on the City website 
at www.cityofgilroy.org subject to the Staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting. 
 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE GILROY OPEN GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE 
 

Government's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the 
public.  Commissions, task forces, councils and other agencies of the City exist to 

conduct the people's business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are 
conducted before the people and that City operations are open to the people's review. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE OPEN GOVERNMENT 
ORDINANCE, TO RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF THE ORDINANCE OR TO REPORT A 
VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE, CONTACT THE OPEN GOVERNMENT 
COMMISSION STAFF AT (408) 846-0204. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES:  
 
During the PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA portion of the meeting, 
each person wishing to speak should prepare a presentation of not more than three (3) 
minutes. Persons wishing to address the Commission are requested, but not required, to 
complete a Speaker’s Card located at the entrances. Completion of this speaker’s card is 
voluntary. All persons may attend this meeting and speak, regardless if a card is completed 
or not. Speaker’s slips should be submitted to the Secretary BEFORE this portion of the 
meeting begins. Anyone wishing to address the Commission on any other item on this 
AGENDA is requested, but not required, to fill out a speaker’s slip as well and submit it to the 
Secretary BEFORE the Commission takes action on the item.  
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The agenda for this regular meeting is as follows: 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

2.  ROLL CALL  

3.  SECRETARY'S REPORT  

4.  ORDERS OF THE DAY  

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  

6.  NEW BUSINESS  

 6.1. Mural Request at Santa Clara Family Health Plan 

7.  OLD BUSINESS  

 7.1. Review and Recommendations of Artist Submittals to the Public Art 
Campaign: For the Love of Gilroy 2026  

  1. Staff Report:  

  2. Public Comment 

  3. Possible Action: 
Review and provide a recommendation to the City Council for 
awarding the purchase of designs for the public art banners. 

8.  GILROY ART-RELATED COMMUNITY EVENT UPDATES  

9.  COMMISSION COMMENTS  

10.  STAFF COMMENTS  

11.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEM REQUESTS  

12.  ADJOURNMENT  
  

FUTURE MEETING DATES 

January 13, 2026 – Gilroy City Council Chambers – 6:30 PM 
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City of Gilroy 
Arts and Culture 
Commission 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Agenda Item Title: Mural Request at Santa Clara Family Health Plan  
Meeting Date: December 9, 2025 
From:  Bryce Atkins, Assistant to the City Administrator 
Department: Community Development  
Prepared by: Vanessa Sanchez, Planner I 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Review the design of public art proposed for the Santa Clara Family Health Plan project 
and provide a recommendation to the Planning Division.  

BACKGROUND 

An Architectural and Site Review Permit (AS 24-17) was approved on March 14, 2025, 
for 150 Leavesley Road. The site improvements include restriping the parking lot, 
constructing a new trash enclosure, adding new landscaping, creating a new driveway 
approach and sidewalk, and installing new metal cladding and exterior modifications to 
an existing 9,103 square foot building. These enhancements are intended to 
accommodate Santa Clara Family Health Plan, a County agency that provides Medi-Cal 
and Medicare health insurance coverage to County residents.  
 
The facility will serve as a Community Resource Center, offering services such as helping 
residents obtain health coverage, assisting Medi-Cal and Medicare members, and 
providing community outreach services (such as health education, exercise and nutrition 
classes). Although not required, Santa Clara Family Health Plan is voluntarily proposing 
to provide public art to the project to provide a welcoming environment for the resource 
center.  
 
Public art pieces must receive approval through the City’s public art approval process as 
it will be visible from Leavesley Road.  The Arts and Culture Commission is tasked to 
review the proposed artwork and provide a recommendation to the Planning Division.      

DISCUSSION 
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Santa Clara Family Health Plan has retained artist Sheryl Cathers to create a mural for 
the proposed project. The artist's proposal and conceptual design can be found in 
Attachment 1.  
 
The proposal includes a mural on the front elevation of the building facing Leavesley 
Road, as well as on the side elevation visible from a portion of Leavesley Road. The 
overall theme of the mural pays tribute to Gilroy’s agricultural heritage and highlights a 
sense of unity within the community.  
 
On the front elevation, the mural will depict agricultural land featuring faceless figures 
that represent the diverse community of Gilroy. Additionally, it will showcase a historic 
barn and an airplane pulling a banner with the quote “A place for unity, hope, and well-
being” presented in both English and Spanish. This mural will serve as the focal point of 
the outdoor seating area for the Community Resource Center.  
 
The mural that continues along the side of the building with the agricultural theme of farm 
workers and a young girl watching over them. The mural also incorporates the name of 
the facility, Santa Clara Family Health Plan.  

  

ALTERNATIVES 

The Commission may recommend approving the public art with modifications or request 
a different proposal.  

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 

None. The proposal will be privately funded by the applicant.  

Attachments: 
1. 

 
 

  Santa Clara Family Health Plan - Public Art Proposal 
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Parcel No. (APN) 

Land Use

Lot Area

841-01-107

COMMERCIAL
STORES, RETAIL OUTLET

181,210 SF (4.16 ACRES)

ADDRESS: 150 LEAVESLEY RD 

GILROY, CA 95020

Scale:1"=40'

THIS IS NOT A LEGAL SURVEY, NOR IS IT INTENDED TO BE OR REPLACE ONE

This work product represents only generalized locations of 

features, objects or boundaries and should not be relied upon 

as being legally authoritative for the precise location of any 

feature, object or boundary.
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Architectural Design – Studio G Architects. Renderings and dimensions are subject to change.   1 

 

 
Mural Concept: Santa Clara Family Health Plan 
South County Community Resource Center 
Muralist: Sheryl Cathers | sherylcathers@me.com 
 

 
 
About Santa Clara Family Health Plan and the South County Community Resource Center 
Santa Clara Family Health Plan (SCFHP) is a local, not-for-profit health plan that offers Medi-Cal and Medicare 
plans to low-income residents of Santa Clara County. Since 1997, SCFHP has served as a safety net for health 
care – ensuring that our community’s most vulnerable residents receive access to the care that they need. 

SCFHP is opening a second Community Resource Center (CRC) located in South County, which includes Gilroy, 
San Martin, and Morgan Hill. The CRC will provide the residents with local access to health resources, 
convenient in-person customer service, enrollment assistance, and classes for fitness, wellness, and health 
education - all provided in the main languages spoken by Medi-Cal beneficiaries. 

The CRC is also an inclusive space where Community Based Organizations and local safety net agencies may 
host workshops, conduct classes, or provide trainings that will help SCFHP members and local residents. 

Since 2023, SCFHP has engaged a group of South County residents to advise SCFHP on the programs and 
services needed in their community and provide input to the development of its South County CRC. Residents 
helped identify muralists and imagery that led to the development of the following concepts.  

 
About the Artist 
Sheryl Cathers is a prominent artist and muralist based in Gilroy, California, known for her vibrant public 
artworks and dedication to arts education. She is the founder and owner of Dabble Art Center, which she 
established in 2010 as a creative space for artists of all ages and skill levels. Although the downtown studio 
closed in 2020, Cathers continues to offer art instruction through partnerships with local facilities, providing 
home school and after-school programs, adult art classes, and private lessons.   

Cathers has made a significant impact on Gilroy’s visual landscape through her numerous murals and public 
art projects. Her works include the “Gilroy’s Gateway” mural at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds, which 
showcases a collage of Gilroy’s landscape and history.  Additionally, she has been instrumental in beautifying 
downtown Gilroy, transforming alleyways and utility boxes into colorful, engaging artworks.   

Beyond her public art, Cathers is passionate about teaching and inspiring others through art. She has taught 
art since 1997 and continues to mentor students, helping them explore various art materials and techniques. 
Her commitment to fostering creativity in the community has made her a beloved figure in Gilroy’s art scene. 
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Leavesley street wall mural. 24.3’ x 15.9’ 

 
This mural serves as a vibrant marker for the community 
resource center, located just outside the entrance. The 
artwork depicts South County's rich agricultural landscape 
and reflects the center's vision: “All people, from all 
cultures, living in South County, feel valued and 
respected. We work together to reinforce our gifts and 
talents, supporting each other, as we access services and 
resources to create health and well-being.” By featuring 

faceless figures, the mural offers open-ended interpretation, allowing viewers to see themselves and their 
unique stories represented. With a spectrum of family dynamics, abilities, ethnicities, and ages represented, 
the mural celebrates the rich diversity of our community. The mural also incorporates local landmarks like the 
historic Miller Red Barn at Christmas Hill Park and a banner pulled by a replica San Martin Airport plane, which 
displays our guiding tagline, "A place for unity, hope, and well-being". 
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Back exterior wall mural. 20’ x 9’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This mural, occupying the top half of the wall, extends 
the artistic theme from the adjacent Leavesley Street 
mural while maintaining its distinct identity. It honors 
South County’s agricultural heritage. The design 
showcases an assortment of local produce, such as 
strawberries, avocados, pumpkins, apples, sunflowers, 
and garlic, subtly referencing the names of the center's 
conference rooms. A whimsical image of a girl on a swing 

adds a touch of hope and a sense of community to the scene. The SCFHP logo is also incorporated into the 
artwork to ensure brand recognition, given the mural's location away from the main logo display. 
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City of Gilroy 
Arts and Culture 
Commission 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Agenda Item Title: Review and Recommendations of Artist Submittals to the 

Public Art Campaign: For the Love of Gilroy 2026 
Meeting Date: December 9, 2025 
From:  Bryce Atkins, Assistant to the City Administrator 
Department: Administration 
Submitted by: 

 

Prepared by: Bryce Atkins, Assistant to the City Administrator  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Review and provide a recommendation to the City Council for awarding the purchase of 
designs for the public art banners.  

BACKGROUND 

The Arts and Culture Commission (ACC) has put together a campaign that received 
Council approval, entitled “For the Love of Gilroy”, to solicit two-dimensional art designs 
from local artists which would be printed on banners and posted on streetlight poles 
along Monterey Road in Downtown Gilroy. The campaign has commenced with the 
initial release of the Call for Artists (CFA) and the Landing Page. 
 
The CFA (26-CFA-AD-102) was released on October 1, 2025 and had a closing period 
of December 1, 2025 at 4:00 PM. The CFA provided details, templates, and other 
information regarding the solicitation and processing of proposed designs. The process 
involves securing a recommendation from the ACC to the City Council regarding the 
designs for consideration of award to purchase the intellectual property and to produce 
the banners for public display.  

ANALYSIS 

The City received 52 unique design submissions from 32 artists during the Call for 
Artists submission window for this year's program. Six artists submitted multiple 
designs; one submitted 10 images, though only one may be selected from any particular 
artist. 
 
Attached to this staff report are the designs submitted. Below are some points of 
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consideration, and the attachments section of the staff report lists the submittals in their 
attached order. 

• Most were submitted electronically, while others were submitted in hard copy and 
scanned in.  

• 9 of the 32 artists were minors (identified in the attachment list). This was the 
same number as last year. 

• 20 of the 32 artists are confirmed to live in Gilroy and four are unknown, leaving 
eight artists who live outside of Gilroy. 

 
Considerations regarding specific artists and submittals are discussed below. 

• #19 - Natasha Sagouspe - the design has a glass of wine, despite alcohol being 
prohibited in the Call for Artists. Staff recommends the Commission to allow the 
artist to revise to remove the glass of wine before Council consideration, 
otherwise the design should be deemed ineligible. 

• R1 - Jose Trejo Maya - the artist is located in Baldwin Park, CA, and does not list 
a connection with Gilroy, but a desire to collaborate with the City. Staff 
recommends the Commission to designate this artist as ineligible. 

• R2 through R11 - Yuraima Antonio - The artist is located in Milpitas, CA, and only 
states that they attend events in Gilroy, and a desire to showcase his art and be 
part of the Gilroy art community. Staff recommends the Commission to designate 
this artist as ineligible. 

• R12 - Orlando Salcedo - This artist states that he works with Catholic Charities 
and does face painting in the community as well. The ACC permitted his art with 
the first round of For the Love of Gilroy. Staff recommends allowing the artist for 
consistency with past determinations by the Commission. 

• R13-R15 - Magaly Fernandez - This artist states that they work with the Santa 
Clara Family Health Plan and South County Youth Task Force on the SC HEALS 
committee, and does outreach in South County. The Commission will need to 
determine if this is qualifying. 

• R16 - Quettzalli Jimenez - States that he graduated from Gilroy High School in 
2016. As this was none years ago, the Commission should consider if this is 
recent enough to be deemed eligible or not. 

• R17 - Andrea Silva-Quiroz - The artist lives at a mailing address that states 
Gilroy, but is in unincorporated Santa Clara County. 

• R18 - Andres Barrios - the design was submitted a day after the deadline. Staff 
recommends the submission be deemed ineligible. 

 
Staff is recommending to the Commission that it identify an order of recommended 
designs for all qualifying designs. Once the Council selects those for award, if any 
should not complete the purchase agreement or withdraw their design, having an order 
to follow in acquiring the intellectual property rights to the design so we can display 
them would allow for the City to pursue the next selected design instead of convening 
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an additional meeting and potentially encountering a delay in banner production.  
 
   

ALTERNATIVES 

No other alternatives are available. The Commission is encouraged to rank the designs 
and recommend any that should be removed from consideration.  

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 

None. The City Council determines final selection and therefore the fiscal impact.  

Attachments: 
1.   Submission #1 - Adriel-Guillermo Jimenez 
2.   Submission #2 - Kayla Dube 
3.   Submission #3 - Kayla Dube 
4.   Submission #4 - Kayla Dube 
5.   Submission #5 - Kayla Dube 
6.   Submission #6 - Kayla Dube 
7.   Submission #7 - Kayla Dube 
8.   Submission #8 - Kayla Dube 
9.   Submission #9 - Florencia Santiago & Ren Florez_Redacted 

10.   Submission #10 - Emy Edok_Redacted 
11.   Submission #11 - Kayla Bostock_Redacted 
12.   Submission #12 - Rob McClelland 
13.   Submission #13 - Vickie Kaufman - The Harvest 
14.   Submission #14 - Vickie Kaufman - After Harvest 
15.   Submission #15 - Josue D. Rubio 
16.   Submission #16 - Josue D. Rubio 
17.   Submission #17 - Santiago Moreno 
18.   Submission #18 - Mathew Weski 
19.   Submission #19 - Natasha Sagouspe 
20.   Submission #20 - Tristan Calzetta 
21.   Submission #21 - Allana Calzetta 
22.   Submission #22 - Richard Ontiveros 
23.   Submission #23 - Alfredo Yuriar 
24.   Submission #24 - Anabella Velasquez 
25.   Submission #25 - Angelina Loyola 
26.   Submission #26 - Angelina Loyola 
27.   Submission #27 - Abigail Himan 
28.   Submission #28 - Mia Rodriguez 
29.   Submission #29 - Vera Rodriguez 
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30.   Submission #30 - Joey Choko Castañeda 
31.   Submission #31 - Andrea Ramos 
32.   Submission #32 - Allyssa Gil-Ojeda 
33.   Submission #33 - Kristina Noland 
34.   Submission #34 - Athena Flores 
35.   Submission #R1 - Jose Trejo Maya 
36.   Submission #R2 - Yuraima Antonio 
37.   Submission #R3 - Yuraima Antonio 
38.   Submission #R4 - Yuraima Antonio 
39.   Submission #R5 - Yuraima Antonio 
40.   Submission #R6 - Yuraima Antonio 
41.   Submission #R7 - Yuraima Antonio 
42.   Submission #R8 - Yuraima Antonio 
43.   Submission #R9 - Yuraima Antonio 
44.   Submission #R10 - Yuraima Antonio 
45.   Submission #R11 - Yuraima Antonio 
46.   Submission #R12 - Orlando Salcedo 
47.   Submission #R13 - Magaly Fernandez 
48.   Submission #R14 - Magaly Fernandez 
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New Downtown Banners Promoting Arts, Culture, and Community in 
Gilroy, South County and Beyond 

Arts + Culture Commission, City of Gilroy  
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Love For Gilroy
Andres Barrios
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